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We are an employee-owned company 

that combines advanced technologies 

with superior workmanship to provide 
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and project management available 

in the electrical contracting industry.

Since 1908
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In 1926, the Illinois Central Railroad contracted Kelso-
Burnett Co. for the electrification upgrades to their 
rail systems throughout the state. Automobiles and 
the trucking industry were still in their infancy, and 
there was a huge demand for the transfer of goods 
and products in this rapidly growing region. Kelso-
Burnett played a major role in responding to this need, 
ultimately contributing to the modernization and success 
of the region.  

Now eighty-five years later in 2011, Kelso-Burnett Co. 
is once again responding to a rapidly growing demand 
for modernization in this region. This time, instead of 
the need to move goods cross-country on rail lines, the 
new demand is for the rapid transmission of enormous 
volumes of information riding light waves.

Kelso-Burnett Co. is one of three firms contracted by the 
Illinois Fiber Resources Group (iFiber) to install over 
900 miles of high-speed fiber throughout a nine-county 
region in Northwest Illinois. Over 500 institutions, 
including municipalities, schools, libraries, healthcare 
facilities and public buildings, will be connected to 
this network transport system. There will also be future 

capacity to meet the needs of the entire region for years 
to come.

Construction is under way on this two-year project, 
which will be completed by June of 2013. Kelso-
Burnett’s Fiber and Wireless Division out of our 
Rockford office was instrumental in Kelso-Burnett being 
selected for this project. Their expertise in bringing 
high-speed fiber systems to Illinois communities for the 
past several years was a key factor in our selection from 
iFiber.

We are very proud to have the opportunity to once 
again apply our expertise for the enhancement of 
communities throughout this part of our state. For 
more information on iFiber as well as our involvement 
with this prestigious project, please continue reading 
further and visit www.iFiber.org.    

– Brad Weir, President & CEO

Recently, Kelso-Burnett Co. and KB Advanced Technologies 
completed the electrical, data, and fire alarm work for the 
celebrated 147,000-square-foot Rivers Casino project located 
in Des Plaines, Illinois. Owned by Midwest Gaming and 
Entertainment, represented by Development Management 
Associates (DMA), designed by Kali Juba Architects and 
Cleo Design, and constructed by Pepper Construction, Rivers 
Casino, has applied to be the country’s first LEED-certified 
casino featuring  high-efficiency HVAC units with energy 
recovery, selective use of skylights, a single-stream recycling 
program, efficient lighting fixtures and controls, and more. 
Innovative and highly efficient LED lighting was installed in 
the casino’s five-level parking structure, which greatly reduces 
energy consumption in this facility that operates every day, 22 
hours per day. The casino’s interior includes a 44,000-square-
foot gaming floor filled with more than 1,050 slot machines 
and roughly 50 table games, and features various bars, VIP 
areas, prestigious dining options and more. 

Kelso-Burnett Co. and KB Advanced Technologies completed 
the entire electrical infrastructure for Chicagoland’s newest 
gaming facility, which is comparable in size and scope to 
some of K-B’s largest projects over its 103-year history. The 
Kelso-Burnett team spearheaded by Division Manager Jeff 
Weir and Director of Preconstruction / Division Manager Dan 
Maimonis, assisted by Division Manager 
Mark Weir with field coordination completed 
by MEP Designer Mike Wickersham, worked 
side by side with General Foremen Frank 
Valentino and Tracy Olkiewicz, Foremen 
Dan Baumeister, Paul Cisko, Jason Holubetz, 
Mike Meier, Bill Nickeas, Larry Paha, John 
Szynal, Erik Wegg, and Kevin Zilz, and 
numerous outstanding electricians over the 
duration of the year-long project. Aside from 

using 3D coordination to reduce physical conflicts in the field, 
it was the first project in which Kelso-Burnett implemented 
its newly acquired Trimble technology to greatly expedite the 
lay-out process.  

The KB Advanced Technologies team led by Vice President 
Ron Roeder, Division Manager Don Hennessy, Superintendent 
Ryan Teumer, General Foreman Tom LeClaire, and KBAT’s 
skilled technicians installed a number of Low Voltage Systems 
throughout the casino facility, including Telecommunications, 
Surveillance, Security, Audio Visual, Low Voltage Lighting 
Control, Point of Sale, Turn-Style Entry & Exit Systems, Valet 
Systems, Sound Systems, and a Celebration System. Overall, 
the KB Advanced Technologies team installed more miles of 
cable at Rivers Casino than miles between Chicago, Illinois 
and Iowa City, Iowa (over 230 miles) and worked in excess of 
10,700 man-hours over the project’s duration.

Collectively, Kelso-Burnett and KB Advanced Technologies 
worked alongside Pepper Construction’s project team, led 
by Project Executive Eric Bullion, MEP Coordinator Chris 
Janke, Project Engineers Dave Rahe and Dave Haas, Project 
Manager Jason Petersen, and Senior Superintendent Jim 
Christ to create a property in which we are all extremely 
proud of. The casino’s doors opened on July 18th, 
featuring an official ribbon-cutting ceremony with special 

guest and Chicago native Jim Belushi, 
along with various Midwest Gaming 
and Entertainment and Rivers Casino 
management personnel. If you haven’t 
already visited Chicagoland’s new hot-spot, 
make sure to stop in Rivers Casino to see 
some of Kelso-Burnett’s and KB Advanced 
Technologies’ finest work firsthand.  
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Jordan Ehr  
Jordan Ehr, son of Vice President Carl Ehr out of Kelso-Burnett’s Gurnee office, recently completed a summer 
internship with KB Advanced Technologies and Kelso-Burnett Co. out of the Chicago office location. Over 
the course of his internship, he assisted project managers from both the power side and communications side 
with their daily tasks to gain firsthand knowledge of the nature of the electrical industry. Jordan is currently 
a very bright student at Milwaukee School of Engineering, where he is working toward receiving a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. 

Bob & Margi Forss 
Congratulations to Bob and Margi Forss for recently becoming first-time Great-Grandparents! On June 29, 
2011, Bob and Margi joyfully welcomed a healthy 7-pound, 12-ounce Aubree Elizabeth to their family. As 
Margi put it, “It’s an amazing thing to watch your children grow into parents, but it’s REALLY crazy to 
see your children become grandparents!”   

Bob currently works as a Division Manager for Contech MSI Co. out of the Rolling Meadows office, and 
Margi works for Kelso-Burnett Co. out of the Rockford office.  

Sinead Phelan 
Sinead Phelan recently completed a summer internship with Kelso-Burnett’s Chicago office, where she assisted 
various project managers with their daily tasks. Sinead came to Chicago for the summer from Dublin, Ireland on 
her J-1 Visa, allowing her to obtain business training within the United States. 

Sinead is currently a student at the Dublin Institute of Technology completing a post-graduate diploma in 
accountancy, working to ultimately become a chartered accountant. We thank her for all the help she provided and 
wish her all the best with her future endeavors. 

Cheryl Stare 
Congratulations to Cheryl Stare, Office Coordinator out of Kelso-Burnett’s Gurnee 
office, for recently becoming a very proud Grandmother. Cheryl’s daughter, Tara, 
welcomed a very healthy Claryssa Rileigh Snow to the family at 1:27PM on August 
9, 2011, weighing 7-pounds, 13-ounces and measuring 21 inches tall. Congratulations 
to the Stare and Snow families as well for their new addition. 

KELSO-KURRENTS

K-B Milestones continued

With its company headquarters located in Abbott Park, Illinois, along with having several other 
locations located throughout the state, Kelso-Burnett has maintained a longstanding working 
relationship to fulfill Abbott Labs’ electrical and communications needs. Kelso-Burnett Co. 
electricians and technicians have worked in virtually every building at the Abbott Park, North 
Chicago, and Conway Park locations, among various remote locations throughout Northern 
Illinois. Kelso-Burnett has completed projects for lab process and packaging, lab support, product 

coolers and freezers, instrumentation and control, data centers, telephone and data, office space build-outs, and more. Electrical 
services that K-B has provided include installations of double-ended switchgear, generators, Uninterruptible Power Supply 
(UPS) systems, explosion-proof work, and countless others since beginning work at Abbott Laboratories over 30 years ago. 

Kelso-Burnett Co. Begins iFiber Broadband Infrastructure ProjectK-B Sparks
Over the years, many areas of the country have progressed with 
improvements in infrastructure and information technology, while 
other regions have had little or no advancements in this category of 
modernization. Northern Illinois is one of those regions containing 
a limited broadband capacity that has continually inhibited the 
progress of its anchor institutions. The organizations that have 
endured the largest impact from their limited broadband activity 
over recent years consist of the region’s libraries, municipalities, 
educational facilities, healthcare providers, and public safety 
facilities. In January of 2011, representatives from Blackhawk Hills 
Resource Conservation and Development, Boone County, LaSalle 
County, North Central Illinois Council of Governments, Northern 
Illinois University, and the City of Rockford joined forces to form 
Illinois Fiber Resources Group (iFiber) to submit a proposal in 
response to the National Telecommunications and Information 
Agency’s Broadband Technology Opportunity Program funded 
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The 

Illinois Fiber Resources Group was awarded a $69 Million grant from the Federal Government, as well as contributions from the state and 
other local institutions to bring a reliable high-speed network striving toward a brighter future for its communities.

The entire iFiber project consists of improving broadband infrastructure and access throughout a 900-mile fiber network in a nine-county 
region throughout Northwestern Illinois. Kelso-Burnett Co., spearheaded by Vice President Dave Raasch and Division Manager Rich 
Elk from the Rockford office, was one of three contractors selected for the iFiber Project. Kelso-Burnett Co. and National Electrical 
Contractors Association (NECA) partner Aldridge Electric Inc. formed a unified partnership and were awarded the contract to build the 
network throughout Boone, LaSalle, Ogle, Stephenson, and Winnebago counties. A third contractor, PirTano Construction, was selected to 
build the network in the counties of Carroll, Jo Daviess, Lee, and Whiteside. Collectively, the advanced network will provide a dark fiber 
that supports up to 10Gbps, which will give numerous Illinois residents access to the same high-speed network and efficiencies that are 
currently utilized in the larger metropolitan areas of the country.

On August 29, 2011, numerous iFiber partners, federal and state legislators, local mayors, community anchor institutions, and 
representatives from the three awarded contractors gathered for a groundbreaking ceremony held at Sauk Valley Community College in 
Dixon, Illinois. Sauk Valley Community College was one of the first community anchor institutions to sign a letter of intent with iFiber 
and will significantly benefit from the iFiber Broadband Project upon its completion. Speakers at the groundbreaking event included Ryan 
Croke, Deputy Chief of Staff for Governor Pat Quinn; John Lewis, Chairman of the iFiber Board; Rockford Mayor Larry Morrissey; 
Bill Tonne from Blackhawk Hills Resource Conservation and Development; Ken Terrinoni representing Boone County; and Jerry Hicks, 
representing both LaSalle County and North Central Illinois Council of Governments.

Kelso-Burnett would like to extend its gratitude to Sauk Valley Community College President George Mihel for his generous hospitality 
during the groundbreaking ceremony. A special thanks to John Lewis and the entire iFiber organization for putting their trust in the 
Kelso-Burnett team with the construction of the iFiber Broadband Project. Construction on Kelso-Burnett’s portion of the iFiber Project 
is currently under way, and stay tuned for future project updates in newsletters to come. For more information on the iFiber Broadband 
Project and for updated construction news, please visit www.ifiber.org.

In 2009, Kelso-Burnett Co. worked with architect Fry Gillian Molinaro and general contractor Pepper 
Construction to complete the award-winning expansion and renovation of the Poplar Creek Library in 
Streamwood, Illinois. The project consisted of remodeling and expanding an existing 44,000-square-
foot building to a modern 97,000-square-foot cultural center that serves over 66,000 residents in the 
Streamwood and surrounding communities. With a heavy desire for sustainability, Kelso-Burnett Co. 
added completely new lighting and a new distribution system to both the remodel and addition.

According to The Library Journal’s May 15, 2011 article, titled “LJ’s New Landmark Library” | 
Poplar Creek Public Library, “Poplar Creek more than doubled in size yet pays $17,000 less in annual 
utility costs—compare that to the estimated $70,000 more it would have faced had it been built 
conventionally. The plethora of green technologies includes a gigantic planted green roof that serves 
as extra insulation, LED light fixtures, occupancy sensors, a lighting control system, dual-flush toilets, 
sun “scoops” to capture heat in the winter and release it in the summer, and high-efficiency boilers, 
water heaters, and chillers.”

Since re-opening its doors to the public in 2009, the Poplar Creek 
Library has won many prestigious awards. The renovation and expansion project received the 2009 
GE Edison Award of Merit, which showcases the creative and most effective use of the newest lighting 
technologies. The Poplar Creek Public Library project won the 2010 AIA Chicago Design Excellence 
Awards for Interior Architecture and more recently this past May, it was named as one of the top ten 
Landmark Libraries constructed in the past 5 years. Chosen from a panel of 16 judges consisting 
of librarians, architects, and consultants, judges chose ten New 
Landmark Libraries and ten Honorable Mentions from libraries 
across the country. Even more remarkable than just being named 
in the top ten, the Poplar Creek Public Library was chosen as 
the number-one Landmark Library in the country! The project is 
poised to win many more prestigious honors, and congratulations 
to everyone who was involved with this truly remarkable 
transformation project.

Poplar Creek Public Library achieves  
“New Landmark Library” status

If you wish to receive all future newsletters via email, please email Matt Nemshick at mnemshick@kelso-burnett.com

Think Green
please recycle

K-B Milestones

For more than 30 years, Kelso-Burnett Co. has had a continuous presence at several Abbot Laboratories facilities completing 
miscellaneous electrical, fire alarm, and structured cabling projects. Abbott Laboratories is one of the largest global 
pharmaceuticals and healthcare products companies in the world and has over 90,000 employees in over 130 countries. The 
company is recognized for having developed the first HIV blood screening test in 1985, as well as for their prominent drug 
portfolio containing the very successful drug HUMIRA.  
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that supports up to 10Gbps, which will give numerous Illinois residents access to the same high-speed network and efficiencies that are 
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Kelso-Burnett would like to extend its gratitude to Sauk Valley Community College President George Mihel for his generous hospitality 
during the groundbreaking ceremony. A special thanks to John Lewis and the entire iFiber organization for putting their trust in the 
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Project and for updated construction news, please visit www.ifiber.org.

In 2009, Kelso-Burnett Co. worked with architect Fry Gillian Molinaro and general contractor Pepper 
Construction to complete the award-winning expansion and renovation of the Poplar Creek Library in 
Streamwood, Illinois. The project consisted of remodeling and expanding an existing 44,000-square-
foot building to a modern 97,000-square-foot cultural center that serves over 66,000 residents in the 
Streamwood and surrounding communities. With a heavy desire for sustainability, Kelso-Burnett Co. 
added completely new lighting and a new distribution system to both the remodel and addition.

According to The Library Journal’s May 15, 2011 article, titled “LJ’s New Landmark Library” | 
Poplar Creek Public Library, “Poplar Creek more than doubled in size yet pays $17,000 less in annual 
utility costs—compare that to the estimated $70,000 more it would have faced had it been built 
conventionally. The plethora of green technologies includes a gigantic planted green roof that serves 
as extra insulation, LED light fixtures, occupancy sensors, a lighting control system, dual-flush toilets, 
sun “scoops” to capture heat in the winter and release it in the summer, and high-efficiency boilers, 
water heaters, and chillers.”

Since re-opening its doors to the public in 2009, the Poplar Creek 
Library has won many prestigious awards. The renovation and expansion project received the 2009 
GE Edison Award of Merit, which showcases the creative and most effective use of the newest lighting 
technologies. The Poplar Creek Public Library project won the 2010 AIA Chicago Design Excellence 
Awards for Interior Architecture and more recently this past May, it was named as one of the top ten 
Landmark Libraries constructed in the past 5 years. Chosen from a panel of 16 judges consisting 
of librarians, architects, and consultants, judges chose ten New 
Landmark Libraries and ten Honorable Mentions from libraries 
across the country. Even more remarkable than just being named 
in the top ten, the Poplar Creek Public Library was chosen as 
the number-one Landmark Library in the country! The project is 
poised to win many more prestigious honors, and congratulations 
to everyone who was involved with this truly remarkable 
transformation project.

Poplar Creek Public Library achieves  
“New Landmark Library” status

If you wish to receive all future newsletters via email, please email Matt Nemshick at mnemshick@kelso-burnett.com

Think Green
please recycle

K-B Milestones

For more than 30 years, Kelso-Burnett Co. has had a continuous presence at several Abbot Laboratories facilities completing 
miscellaneous electrical, fire alarm, and structured cabling projects. Abbott Laboratories is one of the largest global 
pharmaceuticals and healthcare products companies in the world and has over 90,000 employees in over 130 countries. The 
company is recognized for having developed the first HIV blood screening test in 1985, as well as for their prominent drug 
portfolio containing the very successful drug HUMIRA.  
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In 1926, the Illinois Central Railroad contracted Kelso-
Burnett Co. for the electrification upgrades to their 
rail systems throughout the state. Automobiles and 
the trucking industry were still in their infancy, and 
there was a huge demand for the transfer of goods 
and products in this rapidly growing region. Kelso-
Burnett played a major role in responding to this need, 
ultimately contributing to the modernization and success 
of the region.  

Now eighty-five years later in 2011, Kelso-Burnett Co. 
is once again responding to a rapidly growing demand 
for modernization in this region. This time, instead of 
the need to move goods cross-country on rail lines, the 
new demand is for the rapid transmission of enormous 
volumes of information riding light waves.

Kelso-Burnett Co. is one of three firms contracted by the 
Illinois Fiber Resources Group (iFiber) to install over 
900 miles of high-speed fiber throughout a nine-county 
region in Northwest Illinois. Over 500 institutions, 
including municipalities, schools, libraries, healthcare 
facilities and public buildings, will be connected to 
this network transport system. There will also be future 

capacity to meet the needs of the entire region for years 
to come.

Construction is under way on this two-year project, 
which will be completed by June of 2013. Kelso-
Burnett’s Fiber and Wireless Division out of our 
Rockford office was instrumental in Kelso-Burnett being 
selected for this project. Their expertise in bringing 
high-speed fiber systems to Illinois communities for the 
past several years was a key factor in our selection from 
iFiber.

We are very proud to have the opportunity to once 
again apply our expertise for the enhancement of 
communities throughout this part of our state. For 
more information on iFiber as well as our involvement 
with this prestigious project, please continue reading 
further and visit www.iFiber.org.    

– Brad Weir, President & CEO

Recently, Kelso-Burnett Co. and KB Advanced Technologies 
completed the electrical, data, and fire alarm work for the 
celebrated 147,000-square-foot Rivers Casino project located 
in Des Plaines, Illinois. Owned by Midwest Gaming and 
Entertainment, represented by Development Management 
Associates (DMA), designed by Kali Juba Architects and 
Cleo Design, and constructed by Pepper Construction, Rivers 
Casino, has applied to be the country’s first LEED-certified 
casino featuring  high-efficiency HVAC units with energy 
recovery, selective use of skylights, a single-stream recycling 
program, efficient lighting fixtures and controls, and more. 
Innovative and highly efficient LED lighting was installed in 
the casino’s five-level parking structure, which greatly reduces 
energy consumption in this facility that operates every day, 22 
hours per day. The casino’s interior includes a 44,000-square-
foot gaming floor filled with more than 1,050 slot machines 
and roughly 50 table games, and features various bars, VIP 
areas, prestigious dining options and more. 

Kelso-Burnett Co. and KB Advanced Technologies completed 
the entire electrical infrastructure for Chicagoland’s newest 
gaming facility, which is comparable in size and scope to 
some of K-B’s largest projects over its 103-year history. The 
Kelso-Burnett team spearheaded by Division Manager Jeff 
Weir and Director of Preconstruction / Division Manager Dan 
Maimonis, assisted by Division Manager 
Mark Weir with field coordination completed 
by MEP Designer Mike Wickersham, worked 
side by side with General Foremen Frank 
Valentino and Tracy Olkiewicz, Foremen 
Dan Baumeister, Paul Cisko, Jason Holubetz, 
Mike Meier, Bill Nickeas, Larry Paha, John 
Szynal, Erik Wegg, and Kevin Zilz, and 
numerous outstanding electricians over the 
duration of the year-long project. Aside from 

using 3D coordination to reduce physical conflicts in the field, 
it was the first project in which Kelso-Burnett implemented 
its newly acquired Trimble technology to greatly expedite the 
lay-out process.  

The KB Advanced Technologies team led by Vice President 
Ron Roeder, Division Manager Don Hennessy, Superintendent 
Ryan Teumer, General Foreman Tom LeClaire, and KBAT’s 
skilled technicians installed a number of Low Voltage Systems 
throughout the casino facility, including Telecommunications, 
Surveillance, Security, Audio Visual, Low Voltage Lighting 
Control, Point of Sale, Turn-Style Entry & Exit Systems, Valet 
Systems, Sound Systems, and a Celebration System. Overall, 
the KB Advanced Technologies team installed more miles of 
cable at Rivers Casino than miles between Chicago, Illinois 
and Iowa City, Iowa (over 230 miles) and worked in excess of 
10,700 man-hours over the project’s duration.

Collectively, Kelso-Burnett and KB Advanced Technologies 
worked alongside Pepper Construction’s project team, led 
by Project Executive Eric Bullion, MEP Coordinator Chris 
Janke, Project Engineers Dave Rahe and Dave Haas, Project 
Manager Jason Petersen, and Senior Superintendent Jim 
Christ to create a property in which we are all extremely 
proud of. The casino’s doors opened on July 18th, 
featuring an official ribbon-cutting ceremony with special 

guest and Chicago native Jim Belushi, 
along with various Midwest Gaming 
and Entertainment and Rivers Casino 
management personnel. If you haven’t 
already visited Chicagoland’s new hot-spot, 
make sure to stop in Rivers Casino to see 
some of Kelso-Burnett’s and KB Advanced 
Technologies’ finest work firsthand.  

History Repeats Itself

New Rivers Casino is on a ‘Roll’
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